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Section A

Answer all questions.

1 Festivals

 (a) (i) Which Jewish festival celebrates the Day 
of Atonement?     [1 mark]

  (ii) During which festival do children search for leavened 
bread in the house?     [1 mark]

  (iii) Name two items of food or drink you would find on a 
Seder plate.     [1 mark for each]

   1.
   2.

  (iv) Name the festival when Jews remember the time 
spent in the desert/wilderness.     [1 mark]
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 (b) Explain the importance of Rosh Hashanah for Jews.
  [5 marks]
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 (c) “Celebrating religious festivals is the most important part 
of Judaism.”

  Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for 
your answer.     [5 marks]
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2 The formative history of Judaism

 (a) (i) Which book of the Hebrew Bible (Tenakh) contains 
the story of the call of Abraham?     [1 mark]

  (ii) Name two things God promised Abraham at his call.
   [1 mark for each]
   1.
   2.

  (iii) What was Abraham’s original name before it was 
changed by God?     [1 mark]

  (iv) Name one of Abraham’s sons.     [1 mark]
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 (b) Do you think the covenant with Abraham is important for 
Jews today?     [5 marks]

  Give reasons for your answer.
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 (c) “The Ten Commandments are more relevant than ever.”

  Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for 
your answer.     [5 marks]
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3 Worship

 

 (a) Describe the role of the synagogue for Jews.
[5 marks]
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 (b) Explain the importance of the Rabbi and the Chazan.
  [5 marks]
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 (c) “Jews don’t need a special building in which to 
worship God.”

  Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for 
your answer.     [5 marks]
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4 Rites of passage

 (a) Describe the Jewish ceremonies and rites associated 
with death.     [5 marks]
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 (b) Do you think the rites associated with death give 
comfort to Jews?     [5 marks]

  Give reasons for your answer.
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 (c) “Marriage should be for life.”

  Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for 
your answer.     [5 marks]
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Section B

Answer two questions from this section.

Write on the pages provided at the end of the 
examination paper.

5 Sacred writings

 (a) Describe what Jews believe about the Torah.     
[5 marks]

 (b) Explain the importance of the Ketuvim for Jews.
[5 marks]

 (c) “The Mishnah and the Talmud are still relevant in the 
modern world.” 

  Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your 
answer showing that you have considered different 
points of view. You should refer to Judaism in 
your answer.     [10 marks] 
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6 Beliefs and practices

 (a) Describe the main features of Liberal Judaism.
[5 marks]

 (b) Explain the importance of Jerusalem for Jews.
  [5 marks]

 (c) “It is important for Jews to keep all the mitzvot.”

  Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your 
answer showing that you have considered different 
points of view. You should refer to Judaism in 
your answer.     [10 marks]

7 Contemporary issues

 (a) Describe the role of women in Judaism.     [5 marks] 

 (b) Explain how influential Jews have contributed to society.
[5 marks] 

 (c) “The world would be a better place if everyone prayed 
daily.” 

  Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your 
answer showing that you have considered different 
points of view. You should refer to Judaism in 
your answer.     [10 marks] 
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Write your answers to Section B here.

5 Sacred writings

 (a) Describe what Jews believe about the Torah.     
  [5 marks]

  Use the lines below if required.
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 (b) Explain the importance of the Ketuvim for Jews.
  [5 marks]

  Use the lines below if required.
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 (c) “The Mishnah and the Talmud are still relevant in the 
modern world.” 

  Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your 
answer showing that you have considered different 
points of view. You should refer to Judaism in 

  your answer.     [10 marks]
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  Use the lines below if required to answer Question 5(c).
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6 Beliefs and practices

 (a) Describe the main features of Liberal Judaism.
  [5 marks]

  Use the lines below if required.
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 (b) Explain the importance of Jerusalem for Jews.
[5 marks]

  Use the lines below if required.
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 (c) “It is important for Jews to keep all the mitzvot.”

  Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your 
answer showing that you have considered different 
points of view. You should refer to Judaism in 
your answer.     [10 marks]
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  Use the lines below if required to answer Question 6(c).
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7 Contemporary issues

 (a) Describe the role of women in Judaism.     [5 marks]

  Use the lines below if required.
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 (b) Explain how influential Jews have contributed to society.
  [5 marks]

  Use the lines below if required.
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 (c) “The world would be a better place if everyone prayed 
daily.” 

  Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your 
answer showing that you have considered different 
points of view. You should refer to Judaism in 
your answer.     [10 marks]
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  Use the lines below if required to answer Question 7(c).

This is the end of the question paper
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